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BHP Supports the Newman  

community through COVID-19 

Coming Up...

The next Newman Futures workstream 

meetings will be held from 1st to 3rd 

of April, 2020 via video conference. If 

you would like to get involved with the 

Newman Futures network or be added  

to the video conference please call  

9284 0910 or email us at  

info@newmanfutures.com.au

In times of uncertainty, being connected to your community is more important 

than ever. Newman Futures is committed to this during the health response and 

beyond. We will be bringing you news on how Newman residents are coming 

together in safe ways that build community and support people and businesses  

to stay strong together through the health response.

Things you can do at home to connect:

• Have your own picnic or drinks at a distance with your neighbours over  

the fence

• Play an instrument? Why not take to your front yard, and see which of your 

neighbours will join in for a physically distant jam

• Start up a virtual board game like ‘Word’s with Friends’ or online chess

• Join in the conversation by using the hashtag #StrongerTogetherCOVID19 

and #CommonFutures, or

• Visit the Newman Futures website and click on the Stronger Together 

Community Board for more inspiration!

The precautions to stop the spread of COVID-19 are essential. Ensure you are 

washing your hands regularly and leave all items at doorsteps, but above all stay 

connected to your community. 

To learn more about Newman Futures, visit the Newman Futures website, 

Facebook page or join the Newman Futures | Stronger Together COVID-19 

Facebook group.

For up to date information on the Coronavirus, visit  

https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus

The above information is accurate as of 12pm on Tuesday 24 March 2020. 

Stronger Together

Stay connected to Newman Futures and the Newman community during COVID-19 and beyond. 

Join the Newman Futures | Stronger Together COVID-19 Facebook group or visit the Stronger Together 

COVID-19 Community Board at newmanfutures.com.au

We’ll share heart-warming local stories, local online events, opportunities to explore your world, and 

conversations with thought leaders from across the State.

Other useful resources

Coronavirus is spread 

from person to person. 

It is spread by people coughing/ 

sneezing on someone else.

If someone touches 

that surface...

SNEEZE!

 If someone sneezes or 

coughs onto a surface...

...and then touches their face, 

then they can get Coronavirus. 

...Coronavirus can live 

on that surface until 

that surface is cleaned.

.  For these reasons we need to be very careful 

about the way we live. 

We need to always cover 

our cough and sneeze. 

We must keep our distance from other people, so no 

shaking hands and keep at least 2 big steps away.
Wash hands regularly and 

avoid touching the face

KamHg18
Kimberley Aboriginal Men’s
Health Gathering 2018

kams.org.au

2 big steps

NewmanFutures.com.au

Stay involved with the project! 

Visit the website to keep up to date 

with the latest activities, sign up to our 

newsletter, and see upcoming events.

Support Lines General Advice and information

Coronavirus Health Information Line
1800 020 080

Available 24 hours a day

HealthyWA website
healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/
Coronavirus

Commonwealth Department of Health
health.gov.au/resources/collections/ 
novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-resources

State Government Coronavirus Page
wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus

COVID-19 East Pilbara Update
eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/COVID-19-East- 
Pilbara-Update

Ngala Parenting Line
(for parents of children 0 to 18 years)  
1800 111 546 

Available from 8am to 8pm

Lifeline's Crisis Support Chat
13 11 14 

Available 24 hours a day

Women's Domestic Violence Helpline
1800 007 339 

Available 24 hours a day

Beyond Blue
1300 224 636

Available 24 hours a day

Headspace
1800 650 890

Available 24 hours a day

Join the conversation



Local Acts of Kindness

It’s no secret that times are tough at the moment. But, 

when we take the time to stay connected and do small acts 

of kindness for others, it not only makes them feel better, 

but us to. So, make the effort to call or text your friends and 

family. Become a representative for your street and organise 

fun, physically distant activities for you and all your 

neighbours to get involved in. Or help older community 

members by picking up their shopping, or taking their pets 

for a walk.

Let’s stick together during the crisis. For more ideas on 

what you can do, visit the Newman Futures website and 

click on the Stronger Together Community Board.  

You can also download the Newman Futures  

Neighbour Card.

The Remote School Attendance Strategy (RSAS) is a 

community-focused program that works together with 

families, schools and the wider community to improve 

school attendance and engagement for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander students.

With several students now not attending schools due to 

COVID-19, the RSAS is now focusing on ensuring local 

families understand current health advice,and supporting 

students to continue learning in new ways.  

RSAS Coordinator, Lee-Anne Ugle, has said it’s been 

great working with her team to visit families to check in 

on them, and provide them with information produced by 

the Aboriginal Health Council WA, and kindly printed by 

WDLAC in Newman. “We are also giving out food relief 

packs and soap to families at risk, due to shortage of 

supplies at our local supermarkets” she said. 

With thanks to Rob from Woolworths, the RSAS was 

able to distribute loafs of bread to 17 families within the 

Newman community, including families Parnpajinya.

It’s not all about food and education either. For those 

families without access to internet, the RSAS is working in 

partnership with Save the Children and the Newman Youth 

Centre to provide craft supplies and activities to keep them 

entertained at home. 

If you have any ideas on how to continue to support 

families in this time, or want to hear more about the RSAS, 

contact Lee-Anne Ugle 0436 003 356.

Lending a Helping Hand In partnership with Newman Senior High School,  

students from the Polly Farmer Foundation’s Follow 

the Dream program attended Monadelphous’ newly 

established Mechanical Mob, an after-school program run 

by the Monadelphous team in Newman.

The initiative is designed to help promote trades roles  

by allowing students to enhance their mechanical  

skills and gain hands-on experience in a fun and  

friendly environment.

Tim Cubbit, Newman Branch Manager and Tim Norrish, 

Business Improvement Analyst volunteered their time and 

coordinated the first ever session. “The kids seemed to 

enjoy the challenge and learnt practical skills along the 

way, which is exactly what we were hoping to see,” Tim 

Cubbit explained.

The program was due to recommence in early 2020 

however due to COVID-19 it will be postponed to later in 

the year. For further information about the Mechanical 

Mob, please contact, Jocelyn Volkner, Monadelphous 

Services and Improvement Coordinator on 9316 6339.

BHP supports the Newman  
Community through COVID-19

Newman Students  
Build Skills on the Tools

Teamwork makes the dreamwork! 
Newman Senior High School students 
work together on this water blaster.

Delivering to Your Door
Parnawarri can now deliver to your door! There will be 3 

delivery runs per day, 7 days per week. Please note you  

can choose your delivery window but not a specific time.

• Window 1: 1pm - 3pm

• Window 2: 4pm - 6pm

• Window 3: 6:30pm - 8:30pm

This service will be FREE for the first 6 weeks!

Visit the Parnawarri Facebook page for more information.

BHP’s number one priority has always been safety, and 

now, during the global pandemic of COVID-19 the safety of 

our people, their families and the communities where BHP 

operates has never been higher.

BHP has already committed to supporting regional 

Australian communities facing significant challenges 

because of COVID-19, and will establish a dedicated  

$50 million (AUD) Vital Resources Fund.

The Fund will be focused on supporting the regions 

surrounding our operating assets, including the Bowen 

Basin in Central Queensland, the Hunter Valley region in 

New South Wales, Roxby Downs and the Upper Spencer 

Gulf in South Australia, and of course the Pilbara and 

Goldfields regions in Western Australia.

The fund will provide support for:

• Local and regional health networks for critical 

infrastructure, services and workforces.

• Essential community services that keep regions strong.

• Community mental health and resilience.

• Social partners and community leaders to support 

rural and remote Indigenous communities.

• Over the longer term, working with governments at all 

levels to increase resources and training available  

to jobseekers.

More locally, BHP has implemented a variety of strict social 

distancing controls at our mine sites in Newman. 

This includes changes to FIFO rosters, splitting work 

crews in half, limiting the size of meeting rooms, holding 

meetings outside, creating extra hygiene processes and 

increased cleaning routines, and ensuring our personnel 

stay 2 metres apart wherever physically possible. 

In the community, we are also working closely with the 

Shire of East Pilbara, WA Police and local businesses 

to ensure the community can continue to function and 

remain safe for all members.

From rostering BHP employees to help police social 

distancing restrictions at Newman Airport to working with 

local Indigenous groups to provide resources, financial 

support and education services to provide the Indigenous 

community with the option of returning to country – BHP  

is committed to the safety of the people in Newman.

We’ve engaged local businesses to help with urgent 

requests. This includes the local Boulevard Pharmacy who 

through our Local Buying Program is supplying more than 

2000 litres of hand sanitiser to BHP operations and the 

Newman community. 

We’ve also helped Sports Power Newman to establish a 

delivery service for the community and BHP employees 

unable to leave camp sites. Sports Power Newman are  

now taking orders for personal items from local  

businesses and facilitating their delivery to BHP camps  

and people’s homes.

Physcial distancing at Newman Airport

Lynda and her children from  
Sports Power Newman

Liz and Donna from 
Boulevard Pharmacy


